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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
18th Anniversary Haulover’s Naturist Beach July 2009
On the weekend of July 11 & 12, 2009, South Florida Free
Beaches/Florida Naturist, Association, creators and men-
tors of the designated Naturist clothing-optional family
beach at Haulover Beach Park will celebrate its 18th year of
success at Haulover Beach.
It is difficult to for me to imagine that 20 years of Naturist
activism has past; the first two years spent lobbying and
educating public officials on the legality of a designated
naturist beach and its benefits to our Tourist Industry.
My grandchildren have grown up and are in college and I
have spent little time with them because of my naturist
activism.  In the beginning, we all thought that once the
naturist beach was established we would simply lie down
on the beach and chill out. Nothing could have been further
from the truth.
Since the beach was established in 1991, SFFB/FNA has
been caught up in a struggle, both statewide and nationally
in protecting Haulover’s naturist beach from closure along
with saving traditional naturist “Free Beaches.”
Since before 1991, the fury of the so-called radical reli-
gious right has been targeting naturist beaches in the United
States. This has caused a social association (SFFB/FNA) to
become a full time government affairs operation, working
365 days a week to stay on top of anti-nudity efforts, not
only at the state level, but at the city and county level. All
to keep Haulover open, so that readers like you would have
a beach to enjoy. During these 20 years, I have seen dozens
of traditional naturist beaches close, often in large part due
to lack of local user involvement.
Naturist beaches are like a line of dominos set on their ends.
Knock one over and the rest will follow. Point! If you are
reading this newsletter, please consider joining South Flor-
ida Free Beaches/Florida Naturist Association.  We need
your support!
Members of SFFN/FNA created this beach and we keep it
open for you to enjoy. Membership is only .67 cents a
week. See application on page 7.
“Do you know how they’re going to come at you?”
In the movie The Godfather, there is a scene at the ceme-
tery, where Don Corleone, ‘the Godfather,’ is being buried.
There Michael Corleone is approached by a captain in his
father’s crime family, who offers to set up a meeting with
Barzini, the man who wants to take over his father’s crime
family, their contacts and their revenue stream. He also
wants to kill Michael
Tom, the Godfather’s consigliore asks Michael, “Do you
know how they’re going to come at you?”
An important responsibility of Naturist Associations, is to
know how the enemies of a naturist beach ‘are going to
come at you.’

The enemies of clothing-optional beaches always claim
sexual activity on the beach as the reason they want the
beach closed, as well as the mere nudity, which they blame
for the sexual activity.
SFFB/FNA designed Haulover’s Naturist Beach to prevent
that complaint from being used to close Haulover Beach to
nude recreation and created the Beach Ambassador pro-
gram: a combination ‘crime-watch’ and welcoming com-
mittee.
Most visitors to Haulover are well behaved and don’t
tolerate anyone that conducts themselves inappropriately.
However, most do not want to personally confront some-
one, so they contact a Beach Ambassador to speak up for
Naturist Beach Etiquette standards.
Having the Beach Ambassador Program in place is an
important part of meeting our promise to the Miami-Dade
County that the naturist beach would not create any addi-
tional problems for the park and/or the police department.
It is an important part of our government affairs strategy in
explaining the dynamic of a naturist beach and how the
beach is kept trouble free.
If you want to help, you can become a Breach Ambassador
yourself. You will be trained and you can pick your own
hours. Call Richard at 305 283 3633.
We cannot prevent them “them from coming at us” at
Haulover. However, we can prevent them from being
successful in closing Haulover’s naturist beach.  The fight
continues.
A Coming at us moment: At Edge of the Cedars State
Park Museum in Blanding, Utah a local group calling itself
the ‘Values Committee” had a sculpture of the Kokopelli,.
a Native American fertility god and healer removed from
the front of the museum because it had a penis. They
threatened a public protest. These “Values Committees”
are all connected nationally through a network of commit-
tees with the legal arm of the Alliance Defense Fund
behind them.
If they can ban a statute with a penis on public land, they
can be effective banning a real live penis from public land.
That is why you need to be a member of a naturist group
that fights to prevent this type of censorship and teams with
other First Amendment groups.
Another coming at us moment At Playalinda Beach in
Canaveral National Seashore, (CNS) on the traditional
naturist beach, the Park Superintendent and a few rangers
have decided to go after the naturists. One of their excuses
is a Brevard County ordinance that bans nudity at the
federal park unless they have a sign posted. The CNS
management refuses to install a sign. The Friends of Play-
alinda  (naturists) have initiated a petition drive, which we
assisted in. Over 1600 petitions were shown to US Senator
Bill Nelson and were delivered to US Senator Mel
Martinez’s office.
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SFFB/FNA has been working with this group to get the
signs installed and the naturist beach designated. We have
donated to the election campaigns of candidates running for
sheriff and county commission seats (3) in Brevard County.
Working with the Friends of Playalinda, we are now trying
to get the Brevard County ordinance revised.  Interested
parties may email Playalinda2008@aol.com to get on the
Friends of Playalinda email list.
Other “coming at us moments”: San Onofre Beach,
California; Santa Barbara beaches, California; Pinellas
County, Florida.  There are too many “coming at us”
moments to list here
A Report Card for 2008:  Your Naturist Association
Working for You:
Last year we were faced with a Florida Legislative Bill, HB
801, that, if passed as originally worded, would have threat-
ened naturist use at Haulover.  Working with our lobbyist
Ray Maury and the national Naturist Action Committee, we
were able to get the bill revised by its sponsor.  The intent
of the bill was to strengthen law enforcement’s ability to
control sexual activity in all public parks, and we supported
the revised bill, though it died in committee.
I went to Tallahassee during the first week in March, which
is the first week of the Legislative Session.  Escorted by our
lobbyist, we visited with key committee chairs, Criminal
Justice Committee members and had an opportunity to
explain the naturist position and how the bill would have a
negative effect on a major tourist destination, Haulover’s
Naturist Beach.  We pointed out that most sex in a public
park is committed with the clothing on.
While there, I visited with as many first year legislators that
I could. I did deliver all 40 government affairs packets that
I took with me to Tallahassee.
The 2008 election cycle for Florida State Legislators
Due to term limits there were 35 house and senate seats
open in 2008.  These new legislators will need to be educat-
ed on the legality and the importance of the existence of
Haulover Beach Park’s naturist beach to the South Florida
Hospitality Industry.
During the primary period and on through to the November
election, SFFB/FNA’s Political Action Committee was
busy speaking with candidates and financially supporting
those that support the continuation of the naturists beach at
Haulover.
SFFB/FNA’s Political Action Committee made several
thousand dollars in contributions to several candidates. We
could have donated more, but were limited by our funds.
The election process has become an expensive process for
candidates.
If you appreciate candidates that supported your cause in
the past, it is appropriate to help them get reelected by
financially supporting their campaigns.  If, upon interview-

continued on page 11



4

Love the Skin You’re In
Haulover Beach, February 20 thru 22

Skin Cancer Screening • Therapeutic Massage
Beer & Cocktails • Music

Workshops with plastic surgeon and dermatologist
Body Painting • Raffle & Silent Auction

Naturist travel & tourism information booths
for vendor, sponsorship & future event info,

contact Shirley Mason:
exdirBEACHES@aol.com    –   1-866-29-BEACH

Midwinter Naturist Festival

Sunsport Gardens Family Naturist Resort
Loxahatchee Groves, FL  – Feb. 12 thru 17

Join us for six days of fun, growth & community
hundreds of workshops, live entertainment,

special children’s activities, fun for all

www.sunsportgardens.com/festivals/index.html
1-800-551-7217

Superbowl South Volleyball Tournament
Lake Como Family Nudist Resort, Lutz, FL

Feb. 27 thru March 8

All levels of play on sand and grass courts

www.lakecomonaturally.com  [Special Events]
1-877-TRY-LAKE

Winter 2009 Naturist Event Calendar
Gasparilla Pirate Festival

Jan. 23-25
Charity Tennis Tournament

Feb. 28 - March 1

Cypress Cove Resort, Kissimmee
View upcoming events at:  www.cypresscoveresort.com

or call:  1-888-683-3140



The Black Rock desert where Burning Man is held forms a stark contrast to
the sylvan setting of Florida’s Regional Burn.  Nudity is accepted at Burn

events, though many more participants dress in costume.

BURN! by Michael Kush

photos by Norma Mitchell

The Burning Man Festival is dedicated to “community, art,
self-expression and self-reliance.”  Held in Nevada’s Black
Rock desert for one week each Labor Day weekend, this
isn’t your typical county fair, music concert, or art festival.
Community:  Attendance at Burning Man numbers in the
tens of thousands, which involves setting up a temporary
city in the desert each year.  Attendance requires a donation
and advance registration.  Absolutely no vendors are al-
lowed, and you cannot buy or sell anything at the festival.
Kilted volunteer Black Rock Rangers provide security, and
there is an emergency medical station.
It’s expected that participants all give something to the
community.  That might be free coffee or food, or music,
or art, or free yoga lessons.  Spectators are discouraged, and
unlikely, because of the location.

Art:  The signature event of the festival is the climatic
burning of a large sculpture of “the Man” each year.  Other
artworks may be torched as well.  It’s somewhat reminis-
cent of the intricate colored sand mandalas that Tibetan
monks spend days creating and then immediately destroy.
The festival also abounds in performance artists of all kinds.
Self-expression: The festival rule is that you can’t do
anything hurtful to anyone else.  Otherwise, you’re free to
express yourself in any way that’s legal.  While this isn’t a
specifically naturist event, nudity is very much in evidence.
Self-reliance: The rule is bring in what you need, and
don’t leave anything behind when you go.  That means
bring water, food, and shelter.  Desert temperatures can
range from scorching to near freezing at night, and the
occasional sand-storms make bringing dust masks highly

recommended. Portable toilets are pro-
vided, but not water.  The festival pro-
vides a “survival guide” on its website
that gives further specifics on how to
prepare.  The organizers take pride that
after the festival ends you will find no
evidence that it ever existed.

Now, if you don’t want to travel to
Nevada, or are unsure, you can get a
little taste of the experience at a number
of Regional Burns throughout the
country.
In Florida, a “Festival Preheat” will be
held April 17-19, 2009.

article continues on page 6
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BURNING MAN & FLORIDA PREHEAT



The Florida Preheat is held at a nicely wooded grove on
private land in Orlando, and attendance is capped at 600
participants.  You must pre-register with a donation, and
there are no admissions at the gate without advance regis-
tration.   The amount varies from $37.50 to $65 per person,
on a sliding scale depending upon how early you register –
much less than for Burning Man itself.

Florida PreHeat 2008
I attended last year’s Florida Preheat, along with several
members of South Florida Free Beaches.  Arriving by
myself early on the first day, I didn’t see anyone nude.  A
few hours later, another participant arrived who quickly got
nude, and shortly thereafter several SFFB members arrived.
On the second day, a young couple arrived who were nude
in body paint throughout the event; it turned out they were
fire-twirlers. Others stripped and ran nude around the
“burns” that were held at night, though they were clothed
during the day.
This isn’t a naturist event, nudity per se is not the raison
d’etre, and the nude contingent remained small.  However,
in keeping with the rule of “self-expression,” no one com-
mented adversely, and it was a comfortable setting.  The
grove is set far enough back from the two-lane road that
runs along the property that it is unlikely any nudity could
be viewed by passers-by.
As with Burning Man, you can come by yourself, or regis-
ter as part of a group  “theme camp.”  SFFB set up a “Naked
City” theme camp, offering a sun-shower station and body
painting.  SFFB member Ken Tauer kindly provided the
sun-shower and a supply of water.  We noticed a few people
who were a little shy at first eventually got comfortable
enough to strip fully to take a shower.

Body painting was popular at the 2008 Florida Preheat

The participants were a diverse group, but a spirit of fun
and camaraderie pervaded the event.  There was a great
coffee bar one group had set up, offering several blends of
coffee throughout the day.  Another group offered wine one
evening.  One attendee offered breakfasts, and there were
several buffets that offered food.  That, however, was last
year, and one can’t be sure what participants will gift to the
community this year.
The atmosphere during the day was rather laid back, as
people strolled around to see what the various theme camps
were about.   The event is held on a portion of the large
Maddox family farm, and we could enjoy watching the
horses, pigs, goats and other livestock strolling by along the
fence.  The family kindly allowed Burners access to the
swimming pool at one corner of the grove, where skinny-
dipping was popular.
Burns were held on Friday and Saturday night.  One group
set up a big-screen TV and played vintage cartoons.  You
should be warned that music is usually played well into the
night, so don’t plan on going to bed early.
While participants ranged widely in age,  most were per-
haps in the 20 to 40 age range.  Children are welcome, but
all under 18 must be accompanied by a parent.  It’s expect-
ed that once you arrive you stay for the entire event, and
trips in-and-out are discouraged.  Also, bring trash bags
with you, as you are expected to take out all your own trash
and not leave anything behind.
As with the national Burning Man festival, the Florida
Preheat provides a detailed  “survival guide” on its own
website.  At the 2008 Florida event, there were nine porta-
ble toilets provided, which were maintained daily during
the festival.  Water and showers are not provided, so you
should bring your own.

BURN!  – from page 5

Burning Man 2009
August 31 - September 7

Black Rock Desert, Nevada

www.burningman.com
415-TO-FLAME

info on SFFB Naked City theme camp:
nakedcity@sffb.com

Florida Preheat 2009
April 17 - 19

Maddox Ranch, Orlando

www.floridapreheat.com
417-419-2009
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SFFB/FNA SPONSORSHIP & AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP
Online at www.sffb.com/sponsors –  or mail in this form.

SFFB/TNS member rates are single/couple/family residing at same address;
we do not discriminate on the basis of marital status or sexual orientation.

___SFFB/FNA Annual Sponsorship ($35) check below:  $______________ SFFB

 ___ New   ___ Renewal: Sponsor number, if known:  ________________

___SFFB/FNA Legal Defense/Political Action (LDPA) Fund (donation)   $______________ LDPA fund
Supports our Florida legislative program & professional lobbyist

Affiliated organizations:
___B.E.A.C.H.E.S. Foundation (tax-deductible donation)     $______________ BEACHES

___The Naturist Society Annual Membership with N Magazine subscription:  $______________ TNS

___US:  $55     ___Canada:  $60    ___Other:  $70   ___Senior/Student (US only):  $45

Senior (65+): enclose proof of age; Full-time Student: enclose copy of student ID

      Federation of Canadian Naturists Annual Membership
        Due to varying currency exchange rates, please join directly at www.fcn.ca

Total check amount or credit card charge:      $______________ total
(Make all checks payable to: SFFB/FNA)

Name(s):___________________________________________________  Date: ___________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________  Email: ___________________________________

City/State/Zip:_______________________________________________ Phone:___________________________________

___Check enclosed            Credit card:        ___Visa     ___MasterCard      ___Discover     ___American Express

Card number: _________  _________  _________  _________                   Expiration Date:  ______/______

3 digit credit card validation code:______________ Billing address zip code__________________
For credit cards, if other than above

Signature:___________________________________________

Mail form to:  SFFB/FNA, PO Box 530306, Miami Shores, FL  33153-0306

FREE:  SUBSCRIBE TO THE SFFB MONTHLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER

To enroll, go to www.sffb.com & click on the subscribe link

SFFB utilizes SafeSubscribeSM  & does not share, sell or publish its email list
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Adhérez à la
Fédération
québécoise de
naturisme et
participez aux
nombreuses activités
qu'elle organise en
plus de profiter de
rabais importants.
25 à 40%, sont
accordés aux
membres pour l’entrée
aux activités.
Nombreux autres
avantages.
De plus, recevez le
magazine bilingue
Going Natural/
Au naturel.

Pour infos: 514-252-3014; fqn@fqn.qc.ca
Fédération québécoise de naturisme
4545, avenue Pierre-de-Coubertin, C.P. 1000,
Succ. M, Montréal (Québec)  H1V 3R2

site Web pour les infos détaillées:  vivrenu.ca

Toute l'année: spa nordique naturiste,
soins de santé: TUNA’s RAW BAR & GRILLE

Re-opened – New Owners

 Outdoor Patio Bar & Casual Dining

 Your after-beach spot for dining & socializing

Sushi
•

Seafood
•

Steaks

17850 West Dixie Hwy.

N. Miami Beach,  33160

305-932-0630 phone

305-932-0631 fax

pggcorp@aol.com

Ten minutes from Haulover just north of
Greynold’s Park & Golf Course

Please tell our advertisers
you saw their ad

in the SunDial
for ad rates and information, visit

www.sffb.com/sundialx.html

Early Bird Special Menu  – 4 PM to 6:30 PM
Make reservations for giant Superbowl party

– Super giant screen TV –
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Providing clothing
optional vacations,
groups & cruises

worldwide since 1984.

www.castawaystravel.com

Box 90174
Houston, TX  77290

1-800-470-2020
281-362-8785

info@
castawaystravel.com

B.E.A.C.H.E.S. Foundation
would like to extend special thanks to

Castaways Travel
&

Hidden Beach Resort
for their generous donation for
the replacement of its stolen

Beach Mall trailer.
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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Lee Baxandall
on Thanksgiving Day, November 27, 2008. Lee was 73, and due to
declining health from Parkinson’s disease, had transferred control of
TNS in 2002 to Nicky Hoffman Lee, Margaret Thornton and Judi
Ditzler, three trusted associates.
Lee received a Master’s Degree from the University of Wisconsin -
Madison in 1958.  He lived in the 60s in New York City, where he was
active as a playwright, essayist, reviewer, contributor to a number of
progressive political and literary periodicals, and a translator, notably of
German playwright Bertolt Brecht.
Lee became active in naturism in the 70s, where he became a leader of
the Free the Free Beach Committee,  working to keep the traditional
clothing-optional area of Truro Beach on Cape Cod in Massachusetts.
It was there that Lee met and inspired Tom Chittenden, who later moved
to South Florida and became one of the founders and the first president
of South Florida Free Beaches.  SFFB is proud to be one of the first
members of what has become the TNS Naturist Network.
Lee moved back to Oshkosh to assume leadership of The Baxandall
Company, an educational publishing firm, and in 1976 started the Free
Beach Documentation Center.  Lee founded The Naturist Society in
1980, later in the 90s establishing the 501 (c) adjunct organizations the
Naturist Action Committee and the Naturist Education Foundation.
Lee presented the message of naturism, a documentation of free beach
sites and activities in the U.S. and worldwide naturist travel information
in TNS' magazine, initially Clothed with the Sun, later renamed Nude
and Natural. In the early days often using hand-drawn maps to direct
naturists to acceptable sites, today’s N Magazine is a 96-page full color
quarterly.  Lee also produced the World Guide to Nude Beaches and
Resorts, recently fully revised and updated by TNS.
Lee conceived National Nude Beach Day, which evolved into National
Nude Weekend and National Nude Recreation Week. He established
The Naturist Society Gatherings & Festivals in 1980, since then held
each year throughout the USA.
Lee was interested in inclusiveness, and was
responsible for TNS' non-discrimination
policies, respecting all who adhered to the
naturist philosophy, including helping estab-
lish a TNS Special Interest Group in 1983
that would later become the independent
Gay Naturists International.
Lee is survived by his wife, Johanna Moore
Baxandall of Oshkosh; his son, Phineas
Baxandall (from a previous marriage), two
grandchildren, and his sister, Ann.
Lee was truly a Renaissance man.  He was a
constant inspiration to many in the naturist
movement.
His voice will be sorely missed.

In memoriam
Lee Baxandall – 1935-2008

Founder of The Naturist Society

Lee with son Phineas and Johanna Moore
Baxandall – a publicity photo from

the 80s for National Nude Weekend

“Body Acceptance is the Idea -
Nude Recreation is the Way”

  –Lee Baxandall

Lee poses next to a statue of businessman
and philanthropist John D. MacArthur, who
once welcomed naturists to his beach on

Singer Island in Palm Beach County –
They’re now banned from Florida’s

MacArthur Beach State Park
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ing new candidates, you meet a person that will understand
your issue and can readily support it if elected, you really
need to support his candidacy
The 2009 Legislative Session, March /April 2009
Legislative committees have been meeting since Novem-
ber. In November, I made a presentation to the Palm Beach
State Legislative Delegation on the importance of Haulo-
ver Beach. In December, member Herman deBoer made a
similar presentation before the Monroe County Legislative
Delegation.
On January 25, I will be making a presentation before the
Broward County State Legislative Delegation.  When the
dates are set, I will be making a presentation before the
Miami-Dade County State Legislative Delegation.  Within
the next few weeks Shirley of BEACHES Foundation will
be going to Tallahassee on important state park issues.
 I plan to spend the first week of March in Tallahassee
visiting the House and Senate leadership as well as Crimi-
nal Justice Committee members. While there I will visit
with as many first year legislators as possible to make them
aware of Haulover Beach and its legality and value to the
State of Florida. Education of naturist issues works!

President’s Message
continued from page 3

If you wish to support our PAC you can donate through the
form on page 7.
Thoughts on a sandy beach: In this age on entitlement, we
rationalize that the foundation of our country is based on
freedom, so if I’m enjoying a naturist beach it is because
I’m entitled to it.  Well your not! The beach you visit is
about choices. And, with choices you get different degrees
of responsibilities. Accepting responsibility means giving
back.
South Florida Free Beaches/Florida Naturist Association
will be conducting a membership drive through out the
year 2009.  An application is on page 7.
You need us and we need your support. A match made on
the beach.
We never, never, share our mailing list. However, if you
don’t want to be on our mailing list, we understand. Just
note that on the donation form.
You can get our e-mail newsletter by going to
www.sffb.com and following the instructions.  This email
is monthly with an occasional interim newsletter when
needed to inform recipients of an important event. We
never loan this list.
Thank you for your interest.

A Message from Shirley Mason, “Mother of Haulover Beach”
Can you believe 2008 is over?  The New Year is fraught with anxiety, anticipation, foreboding, challenge – and opportunity.
I can’t help but think the time of renewal has already begun.  Our country and the world are so overdue for a major house
cleaning and fumigation of the “got mine, screw you” attitude.  The mantel of change that Obama spoke of and is attempting
to demonstrate has inspired me to begin with how I approach the second half of my life and my second child – Haulover
Beach – which will be 18 years old in 2009.
Things I’ve wanted to do for years, I began to do in earnest and the theft of B.E.A.C.H.E.S.’ concession trailer was indeed
the final catalyst to propel my timetable.  The recent passing of Lee Baxandall, the Father of the ‘Free Beach’ movement,
has made me want to honor his memory by publicly endorsing, promoting and working toward the long-term health and
survival of his legacy – The Naturist Society.  Nicky Hoffman Lee, President of TNS, will be joining B.E.A.C.H.E.S.’
Board of Governors for 2009 and we both hope this will lead to a refocusing of TNS’ free beach advocacy.
This New Year will be a banner year for Haulover Beach and for B.E.A.C.H.E.S.  It looks like the Park Department will
allow B.E.A.C.H.E.S. to bring back massage as a regular service of its Haulover ‘Beach Mall’.   We will be enclosing the
concession chickee so we can operate without fear of uneven weather and expand our operating days.  Other concession
products, services, and special beach events are in preliminary positive negotiations with the Parks Department.
B.E.A.C.H.E.S. and its affiliated organizations will lay the groundwork for an even bigger and groundbreaking year for the
free beach movement that will be a paradigm shift for nude recreation in 2010.
Sounds exciting.  It is.  It really is; and it starts right here on Miami Beach,  with Haulover at its epicenter.  We’ll be kicking
off these activities with our first special event in February at Haulover Beach following the Mid-Winter Festival at Sunsport
Gardens. (See page 4)
I’d like to thank Castaways Travel and Hidden Beach Resort for their generous donation to replace B.E.A.C.H.E.S.’ stolen
trailer.    Corporate and individual donors or sponsors who wish to support Haulover Beach may contact me for further
information.  Let’s keep the dream of Lee Baxandall and so many others alive.
Please phone 305-620-7090,  or email ExDirBEACHES@aol.com for more information.



The last week of August found my husband Doug and me
at Hedo II.  It was surprising to be there since we had
planned to be in Nevada for our annual Burning Man trip
during this particular week.  However, life happened and
we ended up not going.
We had already scheduled the time off from work, and
really needed a break.  We felt like being pampered and
sitting on our bare butts in the Caribbean not doing much of
anything.  Hedo II came to mind.  It had been over 17 years
since our last visit so we looked forward to seeing what, if
any, changes had been made.
The Resort
The whole place is a tropical wonderland.  Pretty flowers,
mature trees, an aviary, clean, soft sand
at the beach and the lovely, warm Carib-
bean Sea right outside our window.
Half of the rooms are nude and the other
half prude.  Each section has it’s own
beach, but the prudes usually take at
least one stroll down the nude side if
they want to be naughty.  The Dive
Center is not nude, but they have a
clothing-optional boat trip down the
coast to the caves on the West End.  We
swam into the caves and had a great
time.
The Nude Beach
It’s beautiful and much bigger that we
remembered from our last trip!  There
are plenty of lounge chairs and plenty of
space.  Mature trees provide enough
shade for those who need to hide from
the intense Jamaican sun.  The beach is
clean-clean.  A little grill on one end
serves jerk chicken and burgers.  The

bar, Delroy’s, has a swim up side and a “belly-up” side.
There is also a soft drink and water station in the middle of
the beach as well as a fresh water shower.  How can you
beat this?
The pool area has a hot tub big enough to fit 20-30 people
comfortably.  It’s situated by a waterfall which creates a
screen for a private, romantic little pool.  An adjacent pool
has strong jets for massage and, of course, another set of
showers:  a popular spot for sunworshipers who weren’t
particularly into the beach scene, like we are.
The resort pays a lot of attention to the nude beach.  The
entertainment staff is there everyday to play with the
guests.  They make crafts, play games and lead the field
trip to the waterslide.  Several times a week the waterslide,
located near the dining room, is reserved for nude use.  So
we traveled through the non-nude part of the resort to get
there.  Some of us were kind of dressed, but nudity certain-
ly wasn’t an issue.
Nude beach security is very well trained.  Sometimes
single guys can’t help themselves and come to gawk with
their clothes on.  Security approaches and invites them to
remove their pants.  If they refuse, they are shooed off the
beach.  No problem, Mon.  A local Rasta mon came onto
the beach trying to sell shells (or whatever) to the guests
and was confronted by security.  The guy became angry
because, by Jamaican law, the beaches belong to every-
body and he felt he had the right to be there.  There were
loud voices, threats and cursing but the guy finally just left.

Resort Report – Hedonism II in Negril, Jamaica by Norma Mitchell

Doug & Norma Mitchell take a c/o boat cruise

Enjoy a Red Stripe at Rick’s Cafe at the West End
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Hedo’s Slogan:  The Pleasure Comes in Many Forms
Hedo II is a crazy place.  The main dining room is the
venue for nightly parties with sexy theme nights like the
Toga and Fetish parties.  This is not clothing optional, but,
of course, many nudists like to dress up in fun clothes.
There was everything from club wear to lingerie to couples
wearing matching costumes.  Nothing is off limits.  They
have a disco, too, if that’s your gig.
Hedo has special times during the year when they cater to
“Swingers.”  They market to that lifestyle and for that time
it becomes a very sexy place.  Hedo’s policy is that public
sex is not permitted.  However, if you’re offended by sexy
behavior, better stay away from the nude side hot tub then.
On the other hand, if you like it you know where to find it.
I found that couples on the beach were affectionate with
each other, but sexual behavior was covert for the most
part.  People drink and smoke ganja and may act out, but if
people are offended they just remove themselves from the
scene.  Hedo’s other motto is “Be Wicked For A Week” so
guests should be aware and tolerant, which they are.
Then there are people like us who were just looking to
unwind.  We didn’t want to play games or socialize much,
so we didn’t.  We hung out on the beach every day and kept
everything low key.  We left the resort once to go into the
town of Negril to check it out.
The seven mile beach is still as charming as ever.  Not
many new places.  We stopped to take a look around Firefly
hotel.  Parts of their property are nude and anywhere on the

beach is topfree.  Downtown looked just about the same.
While there we saw a funeral procession sending their
loved one off with music, dancing and happy faces.  We
had the taxi take us through the residential section of Negril
and that’s where you remember that Jamaica is still “third
world.”  One neighborhood was called Hog Heaven.
The biggest improvement in The West End is the road.  No
more potholes!  The resorts on the cliffs keep improving.
We stopped at Catcha Falling Star, which used to be cloth-
ing optional.  They changed their policy to not optional.
Rick’s Café has become even more touristy than it used to
be.  Xtabi’s restaurant is a much better scene to enjoy the
sunset and they have a couple units on the cliff that would
suit nudists’ needs for privacy.  Kaiser’s has been rebuilt
and is in business.
Would We Go To Hedo II Again?
We’ve never been there when it wasn’t at least 80% full.
Even in the off season.  This time the place was virtually
empty.  Staff said it was 30% to 40% full, but I think that
was generous.  It seemed strange.  However, for us it was
great:  no lines, quiet beach, great service (although that’s
the norm for Hedo II) and the best seats in the dining room.
We would have been disappointed if we were looking for
high energy and big parties, but this suited us fine.
We would go Hedo II again in a hot New York minute.
The main draw is the beach.  It is absolutely dynamite and
gives us a lot of pleasure.  The service is outstanding, the
food was delicious and the massage therapist was wonder-
ful.

The West End is the "old school" Negril place to chill. Small inns perched on the coral cliffs have created ocean
access by building steps down to the water, or providing diving platforms and ladders.
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The traditional clothing-optional  area at the northwest end of
Honeymoon Island, National Nude Weekend 1983

With the economy in the tank, state governments
that need to balance their budgets are looking to
cut expenses in the face of revenue shortfalls.
In Florida, Governor Charlie Crist has proposed
the “temporary” closure of 19 of Florida’s 160
state parks as one means of cutting expenses.
But naturists are starting to ask if there’s a way
to increase revenue from state parks as an alter-
native.  Their answer:  designated clothing-op-
tional beach areas at some state parks: not at all
of them, but at a select number of larger parks
that have areas that are remote and could be
easily designated as naturist.
Could increased entry fees from naturists offset
the 0.003% savings in overall Florida expenses
Governor Crist’s proposal would yield?   From
1991 to 2004, parking revenue from Haulover
Beach increased about 500% (from about $200K
to $1000K); in the same time period, parking
revenue at Miami-Dade’s other oceanfront park,
Crandon, increased only 50% (from about
$400K to $600K).  The difference?  A naturist
beach at Haulover, established in 1991 by South
Florida Free Beaches.
The fact is, a number of state parks had de facto
naturist areas at one time, including MacArthur
Beach State Park in Palm Beach, Bahia Honda
State Park in the Florida Keys, and Honeymoon Island just
north of Clearwater on the gulf coast.
Long-time Florida naturists know that naturist use of state
parks ended in the 1980s, when the Florida Division of
Recreation and Parks instituted an administrative code es-
tablishing bathing suit standards for state parks.
Since Honeymoon Island currently has a Dog Beach, where
pet owners’ mutts may enjoy the surf, why not  a Naturist
Beach?

As reported in TNS’ Clothed with the Sun magazine,
Spring 1985, “Dogs had been excluded from the newly-
created Honeymoon Island State Recreation Area along
with fisherpersons, alcoholic beverage drinkers, bonfire
builders, and distributors of political information and peti-
tions.  Dog lovers, however, proved to be a stubborn lobby
with powerful connections and so, after Byzantine maneu-
vers by friendly state officials to bend the state park regu-
lations, naked canines have been readmitted to Dog Beach
at the park’s south end.”

Naturists organize a
beach clean-up at
Honeymoon Island,

circa 1982.

(Honeymoon Island
photos reproduced
from  Beach Travel

Club 1983 Fact Book)

Editorial:  Beaches for Dogs, but not for Naturist Citizens & Tourists?
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Naturist families
enjoy beach

volleyball at the
“Third Island”,
a sandbar off

Honeymoon Island,
early 1980s.

Since Honeymoon
Island never
received the
publicity with

out-of-state and
foreign naturists

that Haulover now
enjoys, most users

were locals.

Quoted by staff writer Frank Cerabino in the Palm Beach
Post on November 28, 2008, SFFB’s President Richard
Mason comments, "It's time for the state of Florida to grow
up...If you can build golf courses for golfers, why can't you
designate beaches for naturists?  It's been a successful
formula at Haulover for 18 years.  Why not give it a try?"
And, we might add, it really wouldn’t be anything new,
considering the previous history of naturist use at a number
of state park locations.
Naturists are a low-impact user group.  Miami-Dade Park
& Recreation Department Director Jack Kardys has noted
the “great cooperative efforts between the [Haulover
Beach] naturists and the park department,” and that the
naturist beach “gets great publicity because it is safe, clean,
and has a great reputation for appropriate etiquette among
its users.”  (email for Miami Herald article, 2004)
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Former director Vivian Donnell Rodriguez cited the “many
[naturist] visitors from throughout the United States and
from many Countries around the world” who are “good
patrons and conscious of our sensitive ecosystem.” (letter
of March 19, 2000 )
Former Sunny Isles Mayor David Samson wrote: “The
visitors to this beach have been well-behaved, they keep
the beach clean, and they stay within the designated area.
The naturist family clothing-optional beach has had no
adverse secondary effects on our city or on our citizens
who enjoy Haulover Park. (letter to Pinellas County Com-
mission, 2002)
“Haulover Park’s naturist family beach has been good for
tourism because of its positive effect on the hospitality and
tourist industry.” (Sally Heyman, M-D Commissioner and
former FL State Representative, April 16, 2002.)

Haulover Park’s Naturist Beach:
Local & Regional Popularity – Substantial USA & World Tourist Draw

Source:  Random survey of Haulover Park
naturist beach visitors conducted on Sunday Jan.
11, 2004 by B.E.A.C.H.E.S. Foundation Institute.

(13 states represented in sample)

(outside tri-county area)

Question:
  “Where do you live?”

(87% of non-Dade-residents cited
the naturist beach as the reason
for visit/vacation to Miami-Dade.)



“Body Acceptance is the Idea –
Nude Recreation is the Way”

the Baxandall legacy continues...

Lee Baxandall
Founder

1935 – 2008

Since 1980, documenting the naturist movement and promoting free beaches
on public lands.  Membership includes discounts at most US nudist resorts,
plus the premier U.S. quarterly naturist publication N Magazine.

www.naturistsociety.com Join TNS thru SFFB on page 7.
800-886-7230

naturistaction.org

naturisteducation.org
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